
 M/V Pacific Explorer  - Crew List and Biographies


Voyage from February 10th to February 19th, 2005  

MARINE DEPARTMENT
Hernán Lara - Captain

Jorge Samaniego - First Officer

Gabriel Sánchez - Second Officer

Gustavo Zamora - Medical Officer 

Dagoberto Amaya - Deck Officer

Miguel Salas - Sea Man

Rafael Hernández - Sea Man

Juan Luis Fernández - Sea Man

Jacqueline Quintero - Cadet

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
Felix Douglas - Chief Engineer

Eduardo Hall - First Engineer

Bruno López - Second Engineer 

Harold Acevedo - Hotel Engineer

EXPLORATION DEPARTMENT
Rudy Zamora - Exploration Leader/Naturalist

Hana Krogulec - Naturalist

Giovanni Bello - Naturalist

Alejandro Dada - Naturalist

Ricardo Guindon - Naturalist

Karine Rosvold - Guest Programs Coordinator

SERVICE DEPARTMENT
Lidier Cerdas - Hotel Manager

Luis Guilá - Purser

Giovanni Cedeño - Chief Cabin Steward 

Rolando Román - Cabin Steward

Sandra Cascante - Cabin Steward

Olmos Dixon - Executive Chef

Juan Pleites - Pastry Chef

Alonso Chaves - Cook

Ramón Rodriguez - Cook

Adrián Zúñiga - Cook

Franklin López - Cook

William Wong - Head Waiter

Alonso Cerdas - Waiter

Dervin Barboza - Waiter

Jeffrey Mosquera - Waiter

Roberto Nuñez - Head Bartender

Jhonny Garita - Bartender

Exploration Leader - Rudy Zamora  -  Born and raised in the highlands of Costa Rica on a dairy farm, Rudy comes from a family of conservationists who own a bird sanctuary where thousands of waterfowl roost.  He has a degree in music from the University of Arizona and a bachelor’s degree in Biology at the University of Costa Rica.  Rudy has traveled the world, taking trips in South America, North America, and Europe and leading Natural History trips in Costa Rica, Honduras, Panama, Nicaragua, Belize, Guatemala, Mexico, and Alaska.  Some of these groups have been from Museums of Natural History, Zoological Societies, and American Birding Associations.  He is an avid birder, with more than 2000 species in his life list.  He is also involved with local conservationists groups, concentrated in environmental education involving school children.  Currently, Rudy grows flowers and coffee and leads Natural History trips, mainly in Central America.

Naturalist - Hanna Krogulec  -  Of German, Polish, and Costa Rican descent, Hanna has been a naturalist for six years, concentrating mostly on the Caribbean area of Costa Rica.  A student of anthropology, she fell in love with nature after a primatology field course.  Hanna loves people and learning about cultures, she has had the opportunity to travel all over the world, including the United States, Mexico, Cuba, Guatemala, Argentina, Italy, Belgium, and France.

Naturalist - Ricardo Guindon - Ricardo was born and raised in Monteverde, Puntarenas, to North American parents who were founders of the Quaker community of Monteverde.  He received his schooling at the Monteverde Friends School, where, at that time, all of the instruction was in English.  He initiated his formal studies in biology at Earlham College in Richmond, Indiana.  However, the majority of his knowledge as a naturalist has been acquired over the course of 17 years of guiding, principally in the Monteverde area, but also periodically throughout the country of Costa Rica.  His special interest is in birds, but he loves it all!!  (and wants to know more!)

Naturalist - Alejandro Dada Ortiz - Born in 1980 and since then crazy about nature!  He begun studying at the University of Costa Rica Agriculture Engineering and now he is finishing his degree in General Biology.  A lover of new experiences, he has been in many countries all around the world.  He spent, between many other trips, one year traveling and working around Europe were he learned to speak Italian.  The third son out of four, both of his parents had contributed in his love and respect for nature.  As practice, he lived for three months in Coco’s Island (a Human Heritage declared by UNESCO) in the Pacific of Costa Rica, working as a volunteer.  His duties were to protect the maritime area of illegal fishing boats and divers, so he was mostly all of that time patrolling and diving at the sea.  Such are his swimming capabilities and his love for water, that he spends most of his free time training.  He even trained in Germany for a year trying to make the Olympic time to represent Costa Rica in Athens 2004.  It was his dream!  Now he found a way to mix both of his passions: nature and water!  So that is why he is very happy to work with Cruise West and also a good person to ask for advice and help in any matter and in any case!

Naturalist - Giovanni Bello - He has been working as a naturalist guide for the past twenty years for different companies and agencies in Costa Rica, Panama, and Nicaragua.  He graduated from the Technological Institute of Costa Rica in Forest Engineering in 1978.  He has also worked for several companies dedicated to forestry management, soil use capability, land use planning, and reforestation projects.  From 1983 to 1991 he worked as Director of Monteverde Cloud Forest Preserve, property of Tropical Science Center, a non - profit association based in San Jose, Costa Rica.  From 1991 to ‘97 he was the director of another private reserve, Los Angeles Cloud Forest, located in San Ramon, Costa Rica.  He is also involved in several investigations in Monteverde Cloud Forest like The Ecology of the Golden Toad and Fruiting Patterns of Ficus Trees, supported by Stanford University.  The University of Minnesota was another sponsor when he studied bird communications and migration patterns in Monteverde.  His expertise includes bird watching, plant identification, and animal - plant relationships.  He is a contributor to Guide of the Birds of Costa Rica.

Naturalist - Jose “Indio” Calvo - Jose was born and raised in San Jose, Costa Rica.  Following his father’s footsteps he studied agriculture at San Jose University but his love of nature led him to naturalist work in 1991.  His focus on avifauna makes him our ‘Bird Man’.  Not only has he accompanied various organizations such as the American Field Ornithologist and the American Birding Association, he also volunteers in a project involved with building artificial nests for Scarlet Macaws.  Amazingly, Indio has seen more than 700 of the 800+ bird species found in Central America.

Guest Programs Coordinator - Karine Rosvold has sailed on 6 of our vessels and led our guests on numerous cruises throughout Southeast Alaska, Prince William Sound, Central America, and the Columbia and Snake Rivers.  She was a driver/guide for our Alaska Land Division, giving waterfront walking tours and bus tours around Petersburg, Alaska, where she was born.  She earned her B.A. in Communications, with a minor in Art History at Southern Oregon University.  Guests will enjoy Karine’s passion for the special places Cruise West sails and will find her presentations interesting and informative.  Other interests of Karine’s include traveling, reading, and beach combing in Petersburg to collect beach glass and investigate tide pools.   
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